INFO BOOKLET

21-24 September 2023

Accommodation
Where will we be staying?
The RENOVO gathering will be happening at the beautiful PinusVillas, 28 km
from Sofia in Bulgaria. PinusVillas consists of four wooden villas, each equipped
with all the necessities and has remarkable features of a mountain chalet with
unique wooden interior and facade. The mountain lodge is situated 1300m
above sea level in an area of natural beauty with lots of outdoor activities such as hiking,
mountain biking and horse riding in the Plana Mountains. You can find out more here:
www.pinus.bg

What facilities are available?
The mountain lodge has all basic facilities that you would expect from a budget hotel plus a
few extras - restaurant, meeting rooms, free Wi-Fi, library and telescope terrace. Each lodge
comes with good amenities including: restrooms, a double shower, a radiator and underfloor
water heating system, smart TV sets, bunk and regular beds, wardrobes, shelves and soft
furniture. All of them have small terraces with garden furniture. In addition, each of them now
has their own jacuzzi bath in front of their terrace and a Russian outside sauna for everyone
to enjoy.
Will I be sharing a room with another person?
Yes, this is your chance to make new friends! In order to keep the RENOVO gathering
accessible to people of all budgets, we will all be sharing bedrooms. Most people will be in
rooms of 2-3 (depending on numbers). Some people may be required to sleep on the top of
a bunkbed - please let us know if you have any mobility requirements which would make this
difficult.

Price
What is the total price per person?
The total price per person is 179€. This includes the following:
• Three nights accommodation at PinusVillas
• Yummy meals from Thursday dinner until Sunday lunch
What does the price not include?
• Your own transport to and from Sofia International Airport (trains, flights, bus etc)
• Transfer to and from Sofia airport to PinusVillas on Thursday afternoon and Sunday
(For the ones needing transportation, we are happy to organise it for the group and
keep the costs down. If the scheduled transfer times do not suit, you will need to
make your own way to and from PinusVillas c.20-30€ in taxi).
• Refreshments during breaks or drinks at meals
• Optional activities during free time like mountain biking (bike rental is c. 15€ per half
day), horse riding (a lesson is c. 15€ per hour) or a spa trip to Belchin Banya
HotMineral Water Outdoor Pools (price to be decided depending on number of people
interested). Please note that optional activities will be confirmed nearer the date.

Is the Renovo gathering insured?
Though Renovo is organised under the umbrella of the organisation LeadNow, we don’t
cover any insurance. Please ensure that you have your own travel insurance if you feel it is
necessary.

Transport
What is the nearest city/airport to the accommodation?
PinusVillas, the venue for our RENOVO gathering, is located near to Sofia and Sofia Airport
(Bulgaria).
Is there transport arranged from airport to venue?
Yes, there will be transfer available from and to Sofia Airport on Thursday afternoon and
Sunday afternoon. The departure times of the cars will be finalised once we have your flight
bookings. We will try and accommodate everyone but if you arrive later than the scheduled
coach transfer times, you will need to arrange your own transport via taxi (c. 20-30 euros).
What time does the Gathering begin and end?
The RENOVO gathering will start with dinner on Thursday evening at 18:30h and will end
with lunch on Sunday at 12:30pm. (Depending on flight schedules, we may have to end our
time together before lunch in order to get everyone to the airport in time).
If I require a transfer, what time should my flight/bus/transport arrive at the airport on
Thursday and depart from the airport on Sunday?
If possible, please ensure that your transport:
• arrives at Sofia Airport by 3.30pm on Thursday 21 September 2023
• departs from Sofia Airport after 4.00pm on Sunday 24 September 2023 (if you have a
flight, we will aim to have you at the airport by 2.00pm).
We will be asking you to submit travel information to us but please do some research and let
us know if these times do not work.

Programme
What does RENOVO mean?
RENOVO is Latin for renew, renovate, refurbish, repair and restore. Our prayer for RENOVO
is that as we intentionally cultivate space to rest with God, He would refresh our bodies,
renew our passion and renovate our sense of calling in His mission of transformation.
.
What will we be doing during the weekend?
We pray that the RENOVO gathering will be a safe, confidential space for female 18-35s
leaders to relax, take a breath, be still with God and celebrate one another. The heartbeat of
this gathering is:
• AFFIRMATION: affirming you in your God-given leadership calling
• INSPIRATION: inspiring one another to flourish in our leadership and be all that God
created us to be
• COMMUNITY: an opportunity for you to develop networks and friendships with
leaders from across Europe
• SOUL CARE: cultivating space to deepen your relationship with your Father and time
to rest and be, rather than do
• LAUGHTER: because laughter is good for our souls as we live ‘life to the full.’

Is there an example of a typical day?
The RENOVO gathering has a retreat-style vibe. We all lead busy
and demanding lives; RENOVO will be a moment in time for us to BE rather
than to DO. The programme is still being shaped but we’re conscious that it will
not be too busy. The gathering will include opportunities:
• To connect with each other through eating, relaxing together
and sharing our authentic selves
• To connect with God through worship and creativity
• To develop our God-given gifts and calling through a few equipping
sessions and coaching (optional).
Will there be free time?
As RENOVO is a retreat-style gathering, yes - there will be some free time built into the
programme. You can decide what you do with these precious hours - chilling with others in
the sauna or jacuzzi bath or retreating with God on a wilderness hike. At an additional cost,
there is the option of mountain-biking, horse-riding or even a trip to local hot springs.
What language will the Gathering be in?
The RENOVO gathering will be hosted in English and translation will not be available.

Who will be there?
Who are the other people attending?
To create an intimate community, only 20 women are invited to attend RENOVO. You are
one of them. The group of women who have been invited are:
• dynamic and inspiring Millennial (18-35s) leaders
• are in position of responsibilities in a Christian/secular regional/national leadership
team (a ministry which is wider than one church or city)
• recommended by other leaders.
Who are the curators?
RENOVO is curated by:
• Evi Rodemann, Germany, calls herself a cheerleader of the next generation and
most of her time is spent investing into younger leaders and youth leaders in Europe.
She serves as the CEO of LeadNow, is engaged in various Evangelical networks
with a majority time in the Lausanne Movement Int.,
• Tamara Lundell, an American who lives in Genoa, Italy. She serves as the leader for
Spiritual Formation for One Challenge International. Tammy serves as a spiritual
director for individuals and small groups who seek to know Jesus better, listen to the
Holy Spirit, and respond to God’s invitations to grow as leaders and in their
relationship with Him. Tammy has been a part of Renovo since its beginning.
There are also going to be some mentors joining us too. All of the leadership team are
volunteers.

Is the Gathering affiliated to any networks?
RENOVO is organised by LeadNow, but the hosts are engaged with many different
international and European mission networks.

How did participants benefit from RENOVO?
We curated RENOVO for the first time in 2019 with 19 women attending from 13 countries.
In 2021 and 2022 a smaller group gathered. Here is some of the feedback:

What was the absolute highlight of RENOVO for you?
• For me, the most precious time was resting in God's
presence. The place in the mountain was very
suitable for this. Also valuable to me are the new
friendships and the personal word of God.
• The mixture of: Inspiring people, free time, the
forest/nature around and the spiritual elements.
• Discovering that there are people who took so much
time, effort and energy so that I could have rest in
an extraordinary surrounding.
• Being with women, away for a few days - I realised
that it was such a gift to be given a gift where I
didn’t have to organise and could be with other
women, in female space - and there was sensitivity
and balance/ freedom with the schedule.
• The community. Such an encouraging, affirming,
encouraging, inspiring bunch of women.

What is the impact that attending RENOVO has made to your life and soul care?
• I felt refreshed, loved, cared for. My soul could give
worries to God and I could realize some truths
about God and my walk with Him.
• Positive. I had the time to rest but also connect with
other leaders, be encouraged and identified in
some of their struggles - phases of life.
• Time to reflect away from culture and relationships
helped me process what God did and is doing in my
heart/life.
• I felt so rested and in peace while coming back
home. I saw that when I am well taken care of - I
have much more to give others.
• I felt rested, loved and affirmed. It was like an
energy infusion for my ministry. I will also
remember bits and pieces from different parts of the
program for a long time.

Registration
I want to come – how do I sign up?
To register, please complete this Google Form: https://forms.gle/sXQFPdfqbWBmcXU87 as
soon as possible. Please note that there are limited places and they will be allocated on a
first come, first served basis.
When does registration close?
It closes on 15 August 2023.
How much do I need to pay to secure my place?
After you have registered, we are asking you to pay a deposit of 50 Euros to secure your
place. After the 1 July 2023 it is non-refundable.

Further questions?
We’re happy to answer any further questions. Send us an email: info@leadnow.center and
one of the team will get back to you soon.

